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ENCAMPMENT LOCATION


SERVICE ⚫ ENVIRONMENT ⚫ ECONOMY ⚫ CHARACTER ⚫ SUSTAINABILITY ⚫ WELLNESS ⚫ CELEBRATION 2







CURRENT ENCAMPMENT CONDITIONS


PATHWAYS IN TO ENCAMPMENTS
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CURRENT ENCAMPMENT CONDITIONS


ACCUMULATION OF TRASH
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CURRENT ENCAMPMENT CONDITIONS


ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
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OTHER PHOTOS
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Used needles found in 


41 of the 43 encampments
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OTHER PHOTOS


SERVICE ⚫ ENVIRONMENT ⚫ ECONOMY ⚫ CHARACTER ⚫ SUSTAINABILITY ⚫ WELLNESS ⚫ CELEBRATION 7







CONSIDERATIONS FOR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE
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• Cost – $25,000 estimate provided for basic clean up; the larger it gets 


the more expensive it gets


• Environment – this encampment is causing harm to the wetland and 


the fish resources that rely upon its functions


• Timing – it is the worst time of the year to do this work; additional cost 


associated with repairing the damage; if history repeats – it will 


happen again this year – perhaps multiple times


• Tribes – Puyallup Tribe has expressed concern to upstream 


communities because of the needles and other debris from homeless 


encampments found in the fish traps
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FACTORS TO CONSIDER
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• Fencing already exists along West Valley Hwy; people are breaching 


this fence; need to keep repairing it


• Can’t install fencing perpendicular to the road because it will block 


habitat migration


• City Code does not allow trespassing individuals experiencing 


homelessness so we can’t force people to leave; this scenario will 


continue and repeat


• Once we clean this up, people will continue to return, so we will be 


back spending more money
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ENCAMPMENTS – NORTH AUBURN
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28 encampments shown


25 within environmentally 


sensitive critical areas
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ENCAMPMENTS – SOUTH AUBURN
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15 encampments 


shown


9 within 


environmentally 


sensitive critical 


areas
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ENCAMPMENTS – CLEAN UP COSTS
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• 6 month span of time


• 43 encampments


• $10,000 to $50,000 clean up cost per 


encampment


• $430,000 to $2.125 million total cost


• One time cost; this will be recurring
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OTHER REACTIONS
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• Residents


• Business Owners – Downtown Auburn 


Cooperative – Chamber of Commerce


• Police Advisory Committee (PAC)


• Presentation on March 22nd


• Individual comments…
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OTHER REACTIONS - PAC
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“I think it is important for our council members to know that our officers work with care and 


compassion as they do their job. I want them to know that it is no small act to take someone into 


custody. They have just taken someone’s freedom from them. But the council needs to know that 


actually it is the individual through circumstances of their own choosing to commit a criminal act or 


fail to appear for a court ordered appearance that set this in motion. They need to be held 


accountable.


There’s that word again. accountability, it is attached to all of us. For our city to be the best in 


western Washington/entire state, this word holds an important place in the discussion and action.


I am confident that our officers deal with all of our fellow residents/citizens with dignity and respect 
even when the handcuffs go on and the individual is taken into custody and taken to jail. That 
individual is assisted to be held accountable.”
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OTHER REACTIONS - PAC
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“I personally don't feel safe taking my youth group on some of the hiking trails now. For the last few 


years we come around the corner and find homeless people defecating along the trail camp set up 


along the river and trash everywhere. 


I have also had residents that are friends who live along the river talk about all the problems they're 


having with homeless people camping and destroying the riparian area of the river. As well as 


devaluing their homes.”
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TIMING TO REVISIT OUR APPROACH
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• Community Court will be up and 


running in a month or two.


• The City pays more than $1 million 


annually for sheltering services and 


those services aren’t fully utilized.


• Easing of COVID restrictions will 


allow occupancy of shelters to 


increase.
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ORDINANCE 6817 – DESCRIPTION
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• Restores trespass authority for camping on city owned property…


• But only after confirmation that shelter and transportation is available, AND


• The individual refuses to accept those services AND they refuse to leave the property


• Ordinance adds a new provision, which was not previously included in the 2020 version, 


that allows for a non-judicial administrative appeal.


• Timing of ordinance intentionally planned around the launch of the Auburn Community 


Court which is a diversion model.
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ORDINANCE 6817 – CURRENT
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ORDINANCE 6817 – RECOMMENDATION
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